
Term 1 Update 

20 September 2024 

Kindness  Creativity  Teamwork  Respect  Flourishing 

 

Certificated Congratulations!  
Clara Kindness Being very helpful and noticing when things need tidied away 

Oskar Creativity Creating wonderful games with the animals an dinosaurs 

Vaila Teamwork Being helpful and supportive in class 

Jamie Kindness Being polite and kind throughout the school 

Ernest Head Teacher 

Award 

Starting the year with a smile! 

Freyja Flourishing Getting stuck into P2 work SO well! 

Emily Respect Always sitting round the board ready to listen 

Henry Flourishing Taking great care to do the most beautiful handwriting in his 

new handwriting book  

Oran Creativity Enjoying creating his Captain Underpants comic at home and 

at his computer at the writing table 

Fraser Teamwork Helping tidy up after a very busy and messy lesson 

Luke Teamwork Helping tidy up after a very busy and messy lesson 

Sophie Kindness Always being kind and considerate to others 

James Flourishing Working hard in class and taking time to share his 

understanding and knowledge with others 

Balfour Respect Great attitude towards learning at the teaching table 

Elara Flourishing Trying really hard to use ‘froggy fingers’ when holding her 

pencil 
 
Welcome 

A warm welcome to Freddie who joins us in Primary 4! Welcome back to Mr Dearness who you 

may have noticed had a special birthday by the flag on the flagpole recently.  Thanks go to 

Miss Dearness who stood in at short notice and was a great start to our school year. 

 

Thank you! – consent forms 

Thank you to you all who sent back consent forms recently – Shona will chase up any still 

missing over the next week or so.  If your details do change over the course of time, please 

remember to update us at the school with any new contact names and/or phone numbers. 

 

Class Newsletters 

The children all have paper copies of the class newsletters for this term.  Shona has asked 

for some feedback via Groupcall to help improve the information we send home from the 

classes – please answer those questions when you can. 

 

 



Orphir Community School Forum (AGM) 

 

Our first meeting will be an AGM.   

Please see below a message from our current Chair, Liz Johnston:  

 

Hello, 

Hope your children are settling in to the new term well. 

 

We have a Parent Forum meeting planned for Thursday 26th Sept at 6pm at the school, an 

online option can be made available. Kids that don’t need direct supervision are welcome to 

play in the playpark/outdoor space if needed. 

 

This will be the AGM; after a couple of parents moving on this year, we are really keen to see 

some new faces at the meetings in order to make this sustainable for those of us already 

involved. 

 

Thanks to those who already come or volunteer their time for netball/football and at events. 

 

For those that are new to the school, 

I have attached a document which explains the role of the Parent Forum and our 

constitution. 

 

There are 4 meetings a year, usually no more than 1.5 hours. 

These meetings include: 

o A head teacher’s report, which gives useful updates on activities in the school and 

what is planned.  

o Discussion on how parents can help with any planned events. 

o An opportunity to discuss any school policies/projects 

o Input on how additional funding is spent by the school. 

 

It really isn’t a lot of work and I find it enjoyable but it is too much for only 3 people. Please 

consider coming along next week to find out more, we would love to see you. As Katy Beaton 

will be leaving next year, we are particularly keen to recruit a treasurer to ensure an easy 

handover process. 

 

A quote from the previous chair, Mark Edmonds, on what it meant to him to be involved: 

“ I found being a part of the Parent Forum really rewarding. It gave me  a chance talk with 

staff and other parents/carers, to find out how things worked and where we could help. It 

was really positive and often great fun. Getting involved can make a real difference”.  

 

Thank you, 

Liz Johnston 

 

(Papers for the meeting will come out at the start of next week.) 

 

 



First Term Reminders 

All children should have a change of clothes with them in their PE bag.  We don’t keep a huge 

wardrobe full of spare clothes and often children are particular with what they will wear.  

Please help them by providing a spare full set of clothes in case of any mishaps. 

Welly boots – please ensure all the children have pair of wellies at school to wear outside. 

Waterproof coat  - all children should come to school dressed for the weather and if they 

don’t like the school waterproofs, should bring a waterproof coat from home. 

 

Tuesday  PE   Bring PE Kit and long hair to be tied back 

Free Fruit Free Fruit for all P1-2 at break time – no need for 

snack that day 

Wednesday  Fiddle   Bring fiddles! 

   Music  

Free Fruit Free Fruit for all P1-2 at break time – no need for 

snack that day 

Thursday  Art   Art shirt if necessary 

Free Fruit Free Fruit for all P1-2 at break time – no need for 

snack that day 

 

School Meals 

We try and encourage the children to taste the food every time they have a meal rather 

than just bin it without tasting which also happens.  Please try and go through the menus with 

the children as often they speak about not having a choice about what they have for lunch.  

We are hopeful that there will be a new ordering system in place within the first couple of 

weeks of next term.  Please complete these menus though and should there be any teething 

problems, we have these orders to make sure the bairns get fed! 

 

Links for ordering for P1-7 for the next 4 weeks: 

 

w/c Monday 30 September 2024 (wk1) 

 

w/c Monday 7 October 2024 (wk2) 

 

w/c Monday 28 October 2024 (wk3) 

 

w/c Monday 4 November 2024 (wk1) 

 

Rotary Club Shoe Box Appeal  

We have started gathering items for the Rotary Club of Orkney Shoebox appeal this term (2 

shoeboxes).  The attached poster lists what is suitable.  The Nursery and P1-3 class, could 

we ask that you collect items for the child box and the P4-7 class collect items for the young 

people up to age 18.  The boxes will be held in school and items can be handed in to the school 

office. If you would like to donate a boy or girls toy to be distributed to children in Eastern 

European countries then please hand these to the school office before the end of term 1. All 

donations will be warmly welcomed no matter how big or how small. 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKRN-1zOgkX9IoNtECXjzWftUQUM1OERZQ1pEQjIxM0xJWktHTTYzQVJKSi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKRN-1zOgkX9IoNtECXjzWftUNTJXR0NTSzNQM0tSS0NHVEEwVkxGUTM1OC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKRN-1zOgkX9IoNtECXjzWftUMUZPRENOTUNBWDdRQ0NXVlI0VVZRQTdMSi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKRN-1zOgkX9IoNtECXjzWftURFk1NjgzU1RVNjU2SzlUMjlLNVNGQlMwWC4u


Reminder - School Gates - A small health and safety plea.  

Could I kindly ask you all for your continued vigilance when entering the school grounds via all 

our gates.  Please ensure these are fully closed and secured once you have passed through 

them. Given that our gates are so big and heavy, please where possible adults operate the 

gates and not children. Your help with this matter will be very much appreciated. 

 

Thank you all for your support this first few weeks while we all get back into routines! I am 

looking forward to a great year with you all and the staff at Orphir and as ever, if you have 

any queries, or questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at the school.  We are happy 

to meet with parents as required to work together for the best of the peedie folk we all love 

and care about. 

 

 

Kind regards as always 

 
Grant Thomson 

Head Teacher 

Orphir and Stenness Community Schools 

  



  



  



 


